
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To:           Steven Archibald, Superintendent  

From:      Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent  

Date:       May 12, 2022  

Re:           Recommendations for Grades K and 1 Science Units of Study  
 
In response to Michigan’s adoption of the Michigan Science Standards (MSS), the district is tasked with 
aligning the K-12 science curriculum with the new standards.  The K-5 Science Subject Area Curriculum 
(SAC) Committee began work in the fall of 2016 to be able to make recommendations for new 
curriculum resources to utilize to support instruction in the updated Michigan Science Standards and 
aligned units of study.  
 
As part of the materials review process, teachers on the committee reviewed resources from three 
different vendors.  Teachers carefully examined student and teacher materials from each potential 
resource looking closely at program features including: language complexity, expected level of student 
engagement and interest with the resource, and the degree to which the resource would meet the 
differentiated needs of learners.  Teachers also focused on whether the possible resources included the 
three dimensional instruction components for teaching and learning that are the foundation of the 
Michigan Science Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards.  These are:  Science and 
Engineering Practices (the how), Cross-Cutting Concepts (the application) and Disciplinary Content (the 
content).  Representatives from the three publishers also presented to the SAC committee in December 
2017 to answer questions so the teachers could make a choice.  The committee also determined 
whether the materials met the expectations of South Lyon Community Schools and were instructionally 
appropriate for the varied abilities of the students in their classes. The K-5 Science SAC recommended 
the purchase of the Cereal City Science resource for use in alignment to the Michigan Science Standards. 
 
Once the Subject Area Curriculum Committee had identified the resource for use to support instruction, 
work began on developing the aligned units of study. Teachers identified and documented standards 
covered through each unit of study and recommended pacing for instruction.  
 
The K-1 Science Subject Area Curriculum Committee consisted of four elementary teachers representing 
three of the eight elementary buildings. The quality of the units of study and instructional map is 
evidence of the talents and dedication of the SAC members. SAC members are to be commended for 
their dedication and their excellent work.  

 
Grades K and 1 Science Subject Area Curriculum Committee Members 

 

SAC Member School Position 
Nichole Abermanis Bartlett Kindergarten Teacher 

Stefanie Pennington Sayre Kindergarten Teacher 
Kristi Frisk Bartlett First Grade Teacher 
Lindy Zylka Pearson First Grade Teacher 

Memo  

CITA         South Lyon Community Schools 

345 South WarrenSouth LyonMI48178T.248-573-8111 
 














































	22-23 K-1 Science Units of Study Memo
	Memo

	Science Units of Study for Grades K-1



